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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 22 December 2008 have been fully considered. The 
previous Office Action did not address two claim elements of the independent claims 
correctly with respect to Shigeru and Akio and it is determined that all claim elements 
including the amended portion based on the original claim 5 for independent claims 1 , 4, 
9 and 10 are taught by Shigeru. Shigeru, with respect to the Abstract and figure 13, 
teaches an audio visual controller/ selection center (1) coupled to a plurality of audio 
and audio/ visual sources (2-6) under the control of a bi-directional wireless remote 
controller (9). Key to the application of Shigeru is recognizing the remote controller 
communicates with the control center to identify the control codes for the available 
audio visual sources. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The Information Disclosure Statements filed 17 January 2006 is made of record. 



Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shigeru (JP 06-261372). 

As to claims 1 and 9, Shigeru teaches a method and terminal device (remote 
control (9)) connected, in a communication-enabled manner, with a center device (audio 
visual system center (1), so that image and/or a sound data is received from the center 
device, the center device being connected with at least one external device (AV devices 
2-6), the terminal device comprising: 

A communication section for communicating with the center device (figure 13, 
Abstract, wireless bi-directional remote controller (9)) and 

A control section for controlling an operation of the terminal device (figure 13, 
remote control (9) inherently includes a processor to control the wireless transmission 
and user interface), 

the control section including: 

information acquiring means for acquiring from the center device via the 
communication section, identification information for identifying the external device 
(figure 13, Abstract, the remote controller communicates an identification signal transfer 
command to the AV center (1 )), 
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to receive from the AV center, an identification signal corresponding to the 
identify of the externally coupled AV devices (2-6), such as a VCR) 

remote-operation data producing means for generating remote-operation data 
when a remote operation is performed with respect to the external device, the remote- 
operation data containing (a) remote operation information indicating content of the 
remote operation, and (b) identification information of the external device to be 
subjected to the remote operation (Abstract, the AV center (1 ) communicates to the 
remote controller (9), an identification signal comprised of the identity and command 
codes for the individual external AV devices in response to the received identification 
signal transfer command from the remote control), and 

remote-operation data transmitting means for transmitting, to the center device 
via the communication means, the remote-operation data having been generated by the 
remote-operation data producing means (figure 13, Abstract, the remote control (9) 
transmits an operation signal to the AV center (1 ) for operating one of the external AV 
units (2-6) in accordance to the received identification signal), 

Wherein: 

The information acquiring means further acquires, from the center device via the 
communication section, device use information indicating a use status of the external 
device and the remote operation data producing means, the remote operation data 
transmitting means, or both means judges based on the device use information whether 
or not the operation is performed (Abstract, the AV center (1) inherently identifies and 
monitors the coupled external AV devices (2-6), such as a VCR, to enable generation of 
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the content of the identification signal, the identity and unique command codes, for 
display on the remote control (9)). 

As to claim 2 with respect to claim 1 , Shigeru teaches the terminal device 
comprising a remote-controller signal receiving section for receiving a remote-controller 
signal from a remote-controlling device for use in remotely operating the terminal 
device, wherein the remote-operation data producing means of the control means 
generates the remote-operation data, based on the remote-controller signal received by 
the remote-controller signal receiving means (figure 13, Abstract, the remote controller 
(9) wirelessly communicates with the AV center (1 ) to prompt for and receive the 
identification information for the external AV devices). 

As to claim 3 with respect to claim 2, Shigeru teaches the remote-operation data 
producing means generates remote-controller information, based on the remote- 
controller signal, and adds the identification information to the remote-controller 
information, so as to generate the remote- operation data (figure 13, Abstract, the AV 
center (1) generates an identification signal comprising the identity and command codes 
for the individual external AV devices which is transmitted to the remote controller when 
prompted with the identification signal transfer command from the remote controller). 

As to claims 4 and 10, Shigeru teaches a method and center device (audio visual 
(AV) system center (1)) to which at least one external device (AV devices (2-6) is 
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connected, for transmitting image and/or sound data to a terminal device (wireless bi- 
directional remote control (9)), the center device comprising: 

A communication section for communicating with the terminal device (figure 13, 
Abstract, AV center (1) wirelessly communicates with the remote controller (9)), 

A storage section for storing therein identification information for identifying the 
external device (Abstract, the AV center (1) identifies/ monitors and controls the coupled 
external AV devices), and 

A control section for controlling an operation of the center device (figure 13, 
Abstract, the AV center (1 ) identifies/ monitors and controls the coupled external AV 
devices), 

the control means including: 

identification information transmitting means for transmitting to the terminal 
device via the communication section, the identification information stored in the storage 
section (Abstract, the AV center (1) generates an identification signal comprising the 
identity and command codes for transmission to the remote control (9)), 

remote-operation data acquiring means for acquiring, from the terminal device 
via the communication section, remote-operation data for remotely operating the 
external device, the remote-operation data containing (a) remote- controller information 
indicating content of the remote operation, and (b) identification information of the 
external device to be subjected to the remote operation (Abstract, the AV center (1) 
communicates to the remote controller (9), an identification signal comprised of the 
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identity and command codes for the individual external AV devices in response to the 
received identification signal transfer command from the remote control), 

remote control means for remotely operating, in accordance with the remote- 
controller information in the remote-operation data, the external device corresponding to 
the identification information in the remote-operation data acquired by the remote- 
operation data acquiring means (figure 13, Abstract, the remote control (9) transmits an 
operation signal to the AV center (1 ) for operating one of the external AV units (2-6) in 
accordance to the received identification signal), 

Wherein: 

The storage section further stores therein device use information indicating a use 
status of the external device and the remote operation data producing means and the 
remote operation means judges, based on the device use information, whether or not 
the remote operation is performed (Abstract, the AV center (1) inherently identifies and 
monitors the coupled external AV devices (2-6), such as a VCR, to enable generation of 
the content of the identification signal, the identity and unique command codes, for 
display on the remote control (9)). 

Claims 5 and 15 are cancelled. 

As to claim 6 with respect to claim 4, Shigeru teaches the center device 
comprises an infrared transmitting section for transmitting a signal, in a form of infrared 
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light, to the external device, the signal being used for the remote control means to 
remotely operate the external device (Abstract, wireless bi-directional remote control). 

As to claims 7 and 8 with respect to claim 1 , Shigeru teaches the terminal device 
is connected, in a communication-enabled manner, with the center device (Abstract, 
wireless bi-directional remote control of the AV center (1 )). 

As to claims 11,14 and 1 5 with respect to claims 1 , 2 and 3, Shigeru teaches a 
terminal device controlling program for operating the terminal device, the terminal 
device controlling program causing a computer to function as the control section (figure 
13, Abstract, remote control (9) inherently comprising a controller to control wireless 
communication and the user interface, buttons and display). 

As to claim 12 with respect to claim 4, Shigeru teaches a center device 
controlling program for operating the center device, the center device controlling 
program causing a computer to function as the control means (Abstract, the AV center 
(1) comprises a CPU (112) based system to communicate with the remote control (9) 
and manage the coupled external AV devices). 

As to claim 13 with respect to claim 1 , Shigeru teaches a computer-readable 
recording medium storing the terminal device controlling program and/or the center 
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device controlling program (figure 13, AV center (1) comprises memory (113) to support 
the CPU (1 1 2) as is common in the art). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 17 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Reference the attached Cited References for the prior art made of record and not 
relied upon but considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BLANE J. JACKSON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 AM-7:00 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Blane J Jackson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2618 



